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“A dream doesn't become reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard 

work.” - Colin Powell 

ALL CITY COUNCIL’s 

Editor's note:  Since this is All City Council’s first newsletter, I wanted to give a quick background on All City Council and 

the work we do. In this newsletter you will find a variety of things from educational cartoons to different opportunities/ 

scholarships for youths.  I hope everyone enjoys this newsletter and keeps an eye out for the next one in May.  

If there is anything you would like to submit to be in the newsletter, like art or a section, you can email me at  elizabethba-
got@ccpaedu.com.                    

                                                             - Enjoy!, 

        Elizabeth  Bagot, All City Council’s Historian. 

http://debsquickpicks.com/


In the early part of January, 
Meaningful Students Engagement  
(more information on MSE on 
Pg.2)  student    leaders attended 
a three day  retreat at Marine 
Headlands. So, what were we  
doing at Marine  Headlands? 
Meaningful Student Engagement 
also known as MSE spent the 
weekend working hard and     
playing hard. Student leaders had 
time to bond with other  student  
leaders from   other schools 
through various  activities. MSE 
leaders went on hikes, had fun at 
the beach and ate amazing meal 
and also, got a lot of work done. 
Over the three days spent at    
Marine Headlands, MSE leaders 

worked on plans for carry out a 
student and adult listening   
session at their school. MSE 
leaders also used this time to 
reflect on where they are in their 
Adult and Student listen session 

Along with planning for our adult 
and student listening sessions, 
we worked on research and  
data analysis skills. We did an 
activity to identifying who would 
be allies to our campaign focus 
this year. MSE leaders showed 
strong leadership over the three 
day retreat and left with a plan 
of action plan for the spring. We 
can’t wait for the next MSE 
gathering. 

  

 Meaningful Student Engagement Winter  

Retreat 

collaborative consisting of many 

student based organization 

throughout Oakland.  

 Each school year there are two 

Meaningful Student Engagement 

(MSE) retreats. At the first MSE 

retreat of the school year, that is 

held in August,  student leaders 

from different  organizations and 

high schools throughout Oakland 

come together to carefully study 

the data collect and the work 

done in the previous school year. 

After analyzing  OUSD students  

feedbacks, student leaders then 

decide on which campaign 

makes sense to pursue for the 

upcoming school year. 

 

 Students are the ones sitting 

behind a desk every weekday 

in a classroom; students are 

the ones receiving an         

education, whether it is an 

quality education or not. So, 

why are decisions being 

made for students without 

student  input? Students 

should be a part of decision 

making when it comes to                          

education.  Meaningful      

student engagement also 

known as MSE, is a           

What is Meaningful Student Engagement?  
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MSE Retreat at Marine Head-

lands. 

Student quote: 

 “What one sees as an course is to another a treasure. Never un-

derestimate the power of vision…” R.L 



All City Council 

(ACC) is a student 

union, led by    

students, working 

with Oakland   

Unified School 

District (OUSD) to 

create the         

necessary    

changes in     

Oakland schools 

that will benefit the students of      

Oakland, and the community. 

All City Council has a general 

campaign that is called 

“Making A-G real”, this     

campaign has three pillars 

which are Student Support, 

Quality Teaching and Safety, 

for which ACC’s 

yearly campaign 

focus is based 

off of. ACC has 

a vision that 

each and every 

student           

attending an 

Oakland Public 

school will be    

adequately     

prepared for life after high school, 

whether it be college life or a      

career life. ACC envisions that 

each and every student will have 

the necessary tools to make it 

through high school and fulfill their 

full potential. Who else can        

represent student voice better than 

a student, better yet nine 

students; ACC has a governing 

board consisting of nine       

student’s attention various 

Oakland public high schools. 

Two of these governing board 

members have a seat on the 

Board of Education. To ensure 

that we are capturing the   

voices of the students          

attending Oakland public 

schools, ACC host a general 

meeting with different high 

school and middle school in 

OUSD every month. The high 

school general meetings are 

on the third Thursdays while, 

the middle school meeting are 

on the third Tuesdays.  

ACC Middle School Meeting. 

ALL CITY COUNCIL  

student leaders to decide 
but, ACC gives each school’s 
student leaders the tools they 
need to complete their projects 
and are there for additional    
support.  Upon the completion of 
these projects, each school will 
be expected to present about 
their project at the end of the 
year celebration for All City 
Council’s middle school division. 
In these presentations, they will 
talk about the issue their project 
addressed and the outcome of 
the  project. Each school will also 
be presenting on how they hope 
that their project will live on and 
evolve as time goes on.         

Everything done in middle 
school ACC is preparing the 
middle school leaders for high 
school part of ACC and to get 
them excited about leadership 
and high school. 
 

The middle school division of 
ACC works on enhancing their 
already strong leadership 
skills. ACC works with middle 
students to think about present 
issues at their school and what 
is best for their school as a 
whole. After accessing the 
voices of the student body and 
looking at the root causes for 
this issue, each leadership 
class  will create an action   
project that address an         
existing problem at their school 
such as; bullying, student 
bonding or culture sensitivity. 
The way they frame and build 
their project is left for the     

 Middle School ACC: 
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Real Hard sweater. 

Interesting Fact:  As of 2012, 31 

million primary-school pupils 

worldwide dropped out of school. 

An additional 32 million repeated a 

ACC Middle School Video : http://onews.me/2013/10/middle-school-students-lead-the-way/ 

ACC High School Video : http://onews.me/2013/10/high-school-students-work-together/ 



The high school part of ACC 
works with student to think on a 
bigger scale. High school   
leaders work to create a better         
educational system for        
themselves, their peers and the 
next generation of  students. To 
obtain this goal ACC has      
student led  campaign, “Making 
A-G real” created to identify 
three major systemic change 
areas:  Support, Quality     
teaching and Safety. Our yearly 
focus,  which stems from our 
student led campaigns, are 
picked based on the information 
we gather from each school the 
year before. This year ACC’s 
campaign focuses on safety 

and strengthening 
student & adult                  
communication and 
relationship in 
schools. All city 
council is giving 
each school the task 
of conducting an 
adult and student 
listening session. 
This  listening     
session will be     
between adults and 
students at each 
high school 
site.  During this  
listening  session adults and  
students will find a common 
ground on how to implement a 
certain recommendation that 

came out of last 
year’s work. After 
this listening       
session, the        
principal in          
partnership with  
students on campus 
will work to carry out 
the plan or idea they 
came out with for 
implementing one of 
the four               
recommendations. 
These                  
recommendation 

based plans or  policies should 
be concrete and be ready to be 
implemented by  start of the 
2014-2015 school year. 

 

High School Division of ACC overview 

ACC High school meeting at 

Oakland Tech High school. 

“Consult not your fears but your hopes and your dreams. Think not about your 

frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what 

you tried and failed in, but with what it is still possible for you to do.” 

Pope John XXIII  
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http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/pope_john_xxiii.html


    

   ~Student Recommendations~ 
Below are the four recommendation that came from last year’s work around student support. Last 

year All City Council’s focus was on student support, more specifically around social, emotional 

and academic support. MSE conducted fishbowls at different schools to gather data about stu-

dent support. Later, these four recommendation were created based off of  the feedback we got 

from the students who participated in the fishbowls. 

 

  Recommendation 1:  We, OUSD students, recommend a clear, transparent and co-created 

code of conduct for adults and students at all high schools in OUSD. 

 

 Recommendation 2:  We, OUSD students, recommend biannual students feedback of all 

school staff and administrators. 

 

 Recommendation 3: We, OUSD students, recommend a student hiring committee for all in-

coming teachers, administrators, security and other staff. 

 

 Recommendation 4: We, OUSD students, recommend a student-led trainings, in partnership 

with adult allies, about the realities of youth culture and life in Oakland, for all new and return-

ing teachers, SSO’s, administrators, and other staff, through OUSD. 



 

Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 6 

 ~How to get involved?~ 

* All City council high school meets the third of every month.  

 

High school: 

    *general meetings 

 

* When: April/24/2014, from 12pm-

3pm 

Where: Castlemont high 

school 

  *Youth Action summit 

When: May/15/2014, From 9am-3pm 

Where: First Unitarian Church, 

Oakland, CA. 

 

 

 

Middle school: 

  *General meetings  

When: May/20/2014 from 10am-

2pm 

Where: 749 grand ave. 

 

            *Ethnic studies  

 When: April/29/2014, From 8am– 

3pm 

Where: UC Berkeley 

 

 

 

  



       Meaningful Student Engagement Community Partners:  
 

 All City Council: Student Union of OUSD. 

 

 BAY Peace: BAY-Peace supports and empowers Bay Area youth to transform militarism and 

other forms of violence through youth organizing and artistic resistance.  

 

 Californians For Justice: Californians for Justice is a statewide grassroots organization working for 

racial justice by building the power of youth, communities of color, immigrants, low-income families, and 

LGBTQ communities.  Led by students, we organize to advance educational justice and improve our so-

cial, economic, and political conditions. 

 

 Da Town Researchers : A group of eight youth from different High Schools in Oakland  

 

 Oakland Kids First! - Real Hard : At REAL HARD, we challenge ourselves and each other to 

amplify the positive, transform the negative, and build a culture in Oakland schools where all 

young people reach their dreams.  

 

 Oakland Youth Commission :The  Youth Advisory Commission (YAC) serves as a voice for 
youth by advising the City Council on key policy issues affecting youth and meeting with civic 

leaders to advocate for youth needs  

 

 Spanish Speaking Citizens’ Foundation - LIBRE : The mission of the Spanish Speaking 

Citizens’ Foundation is to help East Bay families improve their lives, embrace their heritage, 

and develop as civic leaders by promoting educational enrichment and civic responsibility.  

 

  Youth ALIVE! - Teens On Target, Youth Together : We train young people as leaders and 

peer educators who teach violence prevention workshops and promote policies that save 

lives.  



~ Poetry Section~ 

A Child Question 
 

Once a old man was asked by a child. 
Why should a education matter to me?  
Tell me what is the definition of an education. 
Why is it so important?  
 
Look at you grand farther you are not educated.  
 
The old man with the wrinkles of time showing on his face. 
The old man pushed back his cap that unlocked the vault of wisdom 
that time had stored in his mind. 
Then the old man replied. 
 
I can not read my name child. 
I can not write my name. 
Yet I want more out of life. 
Not for me my child, but for you 
my child. 
 
You see my child a education 
makes a better man a good man. 
Education don't tell you what to 
think. 
Education don't tell you why to 
think. 
Education don't tell when to 
think. 
Nor does it tell you my child why 
to think 
 
My child it teach you how to think 
for yourself,  
and that my child makes a good 
man even a great man  
 
 -Jackie Compton 

 

 
  



Opportunities/ Scholarships for teens: 

Key: 

-Prize or amount award for each scholarship 

-Deadlines for each scholarship 
-Link to website 
-Eligibility  & Overview 
 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
 Overview: A scholarship sponsored by the local ACLU chapter.  
 A total of three one-time awards ($1000, $800, & $600) will be awarded 
 Eligibility :USD seniors with a 2.0 GPA or higher are eligible to apply 

 
 
 
Edwards Lifescience  scholarship program  (April/01/2014) 
Link/site:  https://www.scholarsapply.org/edwards/ 
 
A ward: If selected as a recipient, the student will receive a $2,500 award, which can be used for 
tuition, fees, books and supplies only. Up to ten (10) awards will be granted each year. Awards 
may be renewed for up to three additional years or until a bachelor’s degree is earned, whichever 
occurs first, for a total of $10,000. Renewal is contingent upon continuing to major in a STEM 
field of study and satisfactory academic performance of maintaining a cumulative grade point av-
erage of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (or the equivalent) and continuation of the program by Edwards 
Lifesciences. 
  
Eligibility & Overview:  
 -Be current high school seniors who are residents of Orange County, CA or Salt Lake 
County, UT. 
-Plan to enroll in full-time undergraduate study at an accredited two- or four-year college or uni-
versity for the entire upcoming academic year pursuing a STEM major. (Science, Technology, En-
gineering or Math) 
-Be United States citizens or legal residents. 
 Demonstrate financial need. 
 
AFS-USA Study Abroad Scholarships ((Deadline : April,10,2014) 
Link:   https://www.afsusa.org/study-abroad/apply/  
 
Award:  $50 off the application fee and $500 off the program tuition for high school members to 
study abroad this summer on an AFS exchange program.   
 
Eligibility & Overview :  NSHSS partner AFS-USA, a leader in international high school student 
exchange, is offering $50 off the application fee and $500 off the program tuition for high school 
members to study abroad this summer on an AFS exchange program. Summer programs are of-
fered in 20+ countries and are focused on community service, language learning, or cultural im-
mersion.   



 
NSHSS Foundation STEM Scholarships (Deadline : April,15,2014) 
Link:  http://nshssfoundation.org/stem-scholarship-application/  
 
Award:  $1,000 for freshman year of college  
 
Eligibility & Overview :  High school seniors worldwide with minimum GPA of 3.0 and demonstrat-
ed interest in pursuing a major and career any area of sciences, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics (STEM).  
 
 NSHSS Foundation Business, Finance and Public Policy Scholarships (Deadline : 
April,15,2014) 
 
 Link:  http://nshssfoundation.org/businesspublic-policy/  
Award:  $1,000 for freshman year of college  
 
Eligibility & Overview :  High school seniors worldwide with minimum GPA of 3.0 and demonstrat-
ed interest in pursuing a major and career in a business, finance, or public policy field.  
 
 Save Energy in Your School Scholarship (Deadline : April,28,2014) 
Link: Save Energy in Your School Scholarship  
 
Award:  $4,000 
 
Eligibility & Overview : Schools waste thousand of dollars each year on power for unused elec-
tronics. Qualify to win the $4,000 Save Energy in your School Scholarship by unplugging these 
energy vampires at your school. Every time you eliminate energy vampires in a room, submit a 
photo for a chance to win the scholarship. Go to www.dosomething.org/sucker#scholarship to 
sign up. No minimum GPA or essays required.  
 
Conestoga Bank “Future of Banking” Scholarship (Deadline : May,15,2014) 
Award : $1,000 
 
Link/Site: Conestoga Bank “Future of Banking” Scholarship  
 
Eligibility & Overview: This scholarship is for high school seniors and college freshmen. To apply 
for this scholarship, applicants must submit an essay of 500 words or less addressing an idea 
about what the future of banking includes ! 

To enter, respond to the following essay question in 500 words or less: 

Mobile and online banking will only become a bigger part of our everyday life. Many banks, including 
ours, have already implemented technology like Text Banking (where you can text to check your bal-
ance) and Mobile Deposit (take a picture of your check with your smart phone to deposit it) but we know 

we’re just scratching the surface on developing more convenient ways to bank. 

 
 
 


